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Russian 
Facebook 
ads show 
deft tactics 


Posts reveal efforts to 
inflame nation’s deepest 
divides before election 


BY CRAIG TIMBERG, 
ELIZABETH DWOSKIN, 
ADAM ENTOUS 
AND KAROUN DEMIRJIAN 


Lawmakers on Wednesday re- 
leased a trove of ads that Russian 
operatives bought on Facebook, 
providing the fullest picture yet of 
how foreign actors sought to pro- 
mote Republican Donald Trump, 
denigrate Democrat Hillary Clin- 
ton and divide Americans over 
some of the nation’s most sensi- 
tive social issues. 

The ads that emerged, a sam- 
pling of the 3,000 that Russians 
bought during the 2016 presiden- 
tial campaign and its aftermath, 
demonstrated in words and imag- 
es a striking ability to mimic 
American political discourse at its 
most fractious. The targeting in- 
formation also showed a shrewd 
understanding of how best to use 
Facebook to find and influence 
voters most likely to respond to 
the pitches. 

As a group, the ads made viscer- 
al appeals to voters concerned 
about illegal immigration, the de- 
clining economic fortunes of coal 

ADS CONTINUED ON A18 
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Graphic: A look at the ads and how 
they spread on Facebook. A18 


Falling out of favor: Washington 
grows leery of Silicon Valley. A19 


“We're shattered.” 


Ornee Pagnucco, 18, one of the three daughters of victim Alejandro Pagnucco 


> 
Aerolineas 
Argentinas 


CECILIA PIEDRABUENA/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


A group of high school classmates from Argentina flew to New York on Saturday to celebrate the 30th anniversary of their graduation. 
Their reunion turned tragic Tuesday when a pickup truck allegedly driven by Sayfullo Saipov careened into the friends, killing five of them. 
From left, Hernan Ferruchi, Alejandro Pagnucco, Ariel Erlij, Ivan Brajckovic, Juan Pablo Trevisan, Hernan Mendoza, Diego Angelini and 
Ariel Benvenuto had been planning their trip for a year. Ferruchi, Pagnucco, Erlij, Mendoza and Angelini died. Story, A10 


Horror unfolded in 
five nightmarish minutes 


BY MONICA HESSE 


NEW YORK — The first police 
radio dispatch came through 
at 3:07 p.m. on Halloween: 
“Pedestrian hit at Pier 40. Pier 
40 between West Houston and 
Clarkson.” 

The next came 17 seconds 
later, the voice of the same 
New York police dispatch offi- 
cer describing another inci- 
dent nearly a mile away. “An- 
other pedestrian hit, between 
West and Chambers,” she said. 

Within less than a minute, a 
different officer came on the 


line. “Can I get an additional 
[ambulance] over at West and 
Chambers?” he asked, before 
panic rose in his voice. “Shots 
fired,” he said. “Shots fired!” 
The events across a 20-block 
stretch of a West Side bicycle 
path on Tuesday were related, 
part of an attack that began at 
3:05 p.m., when Sayfullo 
Saipov allegedly drove a rent- 
ed Home Depot truck onto a 
breath of green space in a 
crowded city. It was the work 
of a self-radicalized terrorist, 
authorities have said. It was 
TIMELINE CONTINUED ON A6 


‘Trump blames attack on 
weak laws, justice system 


BY DAVID NAKAMURA 
AND ED O’ KEEFE 


President Trump moved 
quickly Wednesday to gain 
political advantage in the wake 
of the New York terrorist at- 
tack, casting blame on Demo- 
crats for lax immigration laws 
and calling the criminal justice 
system’s handling of suspects 
“a joke.” 

A day after a man, identified 
by authorities as an Uzbek 
immigrant, killed eight people 
on a Manhattan bike path in an 
act authorities said was in- 


spired by the Islamic State, 
Trump seized on the deadly 
crime to renew his calls for a 
series of hard-line policies. 
The president said he would 
move to eliminate a popular 
“diversity lottery” for foreign- 
ers seeking U.S. visas and direct 
the State Department to ramp 
up “extreme vetting” of immi- 
grants. He also suggested he 
would consider sending the 
suspect, Sayfullo Saipov, a legal 
permanent resident of the 
United States, to the U.S. mili- 
tary prison in Guantanamo 
POLITICS CONTINUED ON A9 


Suspect 
faces 
terror 
charge 


MAN RADICALIZED IN 
U.S., OFFICIALS SAY 


Unclear whether others 
were part of deadly attack 


BY DEVLIN BARRETT, 
MATT ZAPOTOSKY 
AND MARK BERMAN 


Federal authorities on Wednes- 
day charged the 29-year-old 
Uzbek immigrant they say plowed 
arented truck into people walking 
and cycling on a New York City 
bike path — killing eight — with 
providing support to a terrorist 
organization, alleging that he was 
inspired by the Islamic State to 
inflict mayhem and chose Hallow- 
een because he figured there 
would be more people on the 
street. 

In court papers, federal author- 
ities said that Sayfullo Saipov told 
the FBI that he began planning his 
attack a year ago, though he set- 
tled on using a truck as a weapon 
only two months prior. 

Saipov said he was proud of 
what he had done — even request- 
ing to display the Islamic State flag 
in his hospital room — and that he 
was inspired particularly after he 
watched a video of Islamic State 
leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, 
court papers say. In that video, 
Baghdadi questioned what Mus- 
lims in the United States were 
doing to respond to the killing of 
other members of their faith in 
Iraq, Saipov told the FBI. 

In addition to the terrorism 

ATTACK CONTINUED ON A8 


Shades of 9/11: Tuesday’s attack 
revived painful memories. A6 


Training for weeks: Neighbor said 
suspect practiced driving truck. A8 


Victory in Va. may hinge on black voters 


Democrats worry gubernatorial candidate hasn’t done enough to energize key demographic 


BY GREGORY S. SCHNEIDER 


RICHMOND — Nearly every evening after 
work, Monica Hutchinson crunches up and 
down leaf-strewn sidewalks to remind African 
American residents that Election Day is Nov. 7 
and to deliver this message: “We are the 


deciding vote.” 


Hutchinson, a volunteer with the advocacy 
group New Virginia Majority, has data on her 
side. African Americans make up about 
20 percent of Virginia’s electorate, and a surge 
in black voting has been decisive in recent 
statewide elections. Democratic candidates 
were the beneficiaries, tilting what had been a 
reliably red state into full swing status. 

But that wave shows signs of ebbing, and 
some argue that the Democratic ticket led by 
gubernatorial nominee Ralph Northam hasn’t 
done enough to energize black voters and 
ensure a big turnout against Republican Ed 


Gillespie. 


It’s part of a national problem for Demo- 
crats, who are fretting over the way forward in 
VOTERS CONTINUED ON A2 


Friendly fire: Allies criticize Gillespie ads. B1 


Sonor. 
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Monica Hutchinson talks with Clyde Pryor while canvassing in Richmond last week. 
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NPR exec resigns amid 
harassment allegations 


BY PAUL FARHI 


NPR's senior management was 
aware of multiple harassment com- 
plaints by women against its top 
newsroom executive during the 
past two years but took no action to 
remove him from his job until news 
reports about his conduct appeared 
on Tuesday. 

The public broadcasting organi- 
zation formally severed ties on 
Wednesday with Michael Oreskes a 
day after The Washington Post re- 
ported that he had been accused of 
making inappropriate advances 
toward two women when he ran 
the New York Times’s Washington 
bureau nearly two decades earlier. 

NPR itself reported Tuesday 
night that a third woman, a 26- 
year-old assistant producer named 
Rebecca Hersher, had complained 
to NPR’s management about a 
sexually oriented conversation that 
Oreskes initiated in October 2015. 

NPR’s chief executive, Jarl Mohn, 


and chief legal officer, Jonathan 
Hart, were aware of all three allega- 
tions against Oreskes but didn’t act 
to remove him until Tuesday, after 
publication of The Post article. 
Oreskes’s behavior, and the or- 
ganization’s response to it, has 
stirred a virtual rebellion in NPR’s 
newsroom, particularly among fe- 
male employees. In a draft petition 
signed Wednesday by dozens of 
women, including some of its best- 
known hosts and correspondents, 
the women wrote: “We are pro- 
foundly concerned by how NPR 
has handled sexual harassment re- 
ports and senior management'’s in- 
sufficient efforts to create a work- 
place environment free of harass- 
ment and one that ensures equal 
opportunity for all employees.” 
“The in-house mood is stunned, 
shocked, angry,’ Susan Stamberg, 
ORESKES CONTINUED ON A15 


On Capitol Hill: Lawmakers push 
for anti-harassment training. A21 
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E.U. brushoff Seeking support for their push 
for independence, Catalans mostly get a cold 
shoulder from European Union leaders. A12 


THE NATION 

Anew study suggested 
that Neanderthals’ de- 
mise was a result of pop- 
ulation dynamics and 
bad timing. A3 

Two Navy ship colli- 
sions that killed 17 sail- 
ors this year were caused 
by “multiple failures,” an 
investigation found. A4 
The fifth annual season 
for Americans to buy 
health insurance under 
the Affordable Care Act 
opened with reports of 
crowds and technical 
problems. A4 


President Trump’s 
nominee for NASA ad- 
ministrator faced blister- 
ing criticism at his con- 
firmation hearing. A19 


THE WORLD 

In South Korea, 
President Moon Jae-in 
vowed that his country 
would not seek nuclear 
weapons, despite pres- 
sure over the threat from 
the North. A14 

The British defense sec- 
retary resigned amid al- 
legations of inappropri- 
ate sexual behavior. A15 
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